
Art - Vocabulary Progression  
EYFS Milestone 1  Milestone 2  Milestone 3  

artist, brush, collage, create, cut, dot, 

effect, experiment, explore, glue, join, 

line, materials, method, modern, paint, 

pattern, primary colours, secondary 

colours, shading, technique  

 

 

In the dark of night – painting 

Fantasy, dim, visible, depth, mist, 

expressive, tones, symbolise, distinct, 

career, heroic, brilliant, natural, bold, 

popular  

 

Alter, arrange, artisan, artist, brush, 

carving, classic, collage, create, cut, 

designer, develop, digital media, dot, 

effect, experiment, explore, glue, join, 

line, materials, method, modern, 

moulding, object, paint, pattern, primary 

colours, print, sculpture, secondary 

colours, shading, shadow, sort, stitching, 

technique, textile, texture, thickness, 

tint, tones, tool, visual, weaving  

At the seaside - painting 

Inspiration, Impressionist, Romantic, 

shimmering, founder, exhibited, critic, 

mentor, deliberately, vibrant  

Dreams and Nightmares – sculpture and 

drawing  

Surrealism, spontaneity, meditation, 

automatic, medium, combination, 

recognise, visions, experimenting, 

engraving, adventurous, outline, 

silhouette, solid 

Beauty of flowers – sculpture and 

printing  

Significance, context, symmetrical, base, 

sorrow, themes, wilting, pioneer, unique, 

simplifying, abstract, striking, vivid, 

tactile     

Love for landscapes – painting   

Imaginary, speciality, dedicating, 

appreciate, apply, blend, definition, 

ominous, vastness, rural, preliminary, 

composition, idyllic, illuminate, impression 

Food – drawing  

Still life, rich colours, portrait, Baroque, 

Post-Impressionist, contemporary, lavish, 

represent, canvas, layers, broad, imitate, 

dynamic, abstract 

Accurate, adapt, annotate, back stitch, 

blocks, coiling, collect, cross hatching, 

cross stitch, distinctive, dye, elaborate, 

feeling, hardness, hatching, influenced, 

layers, mix, montage, mood, mosaic, 

movement, notable, original, overlapping, 

palette, patterned, plain, precise, quilt, 

recognisable, recordings, refine, replicate, 

resources, rough, sketch, smooth, striking, 

style, tessellation, washes, watercolour  

Impressionism – painting 

Impression, optically, hatching, linear, 

cross – hatching, stippling, impasto, 

essence, porcelain, meticulous, graphite, 

canopy, foreground, subtle, charm   

Animals – drawing, collage and painting 

Source, livestock, domestic, originally, 

layered, mythical, fascination, values, 

strands, motion, anatomy, masterpiece, 

gradual, illusion, form, commitment, 

credited  

Royalty – drawing, collage and painting  

Pomp, ceremony, aristocracy, 

chronological, allegiance, striking, lavish, 

epidemic, precise, silverpoint, tempera, 

miniatures, limning, masterpiece, mournful, 

aloof, vacant  

The Renaissance – painting 

Renaissance, humanism, knowledgeable, 

classical, realism, depth, perspective, 

frescos, permanent, anatomy, trunk, 

silhouette, potential, expand, ground, 

pigment, tempera, sfumato, sombreness 

Symbolism – drawing 

Personal, obscure, transition, noirs, 

lithography, hollow, psychological, 

Abstract, acrylic, animation, ceramic, 

convey, enhance, expression, extend, 

fluent, frameworks, grasp, 

interpretation, lifelike, mimic, 

perspective, proportion, provoke, 

qualities, stability, tactile.  
 
 
 
 

Exploring Expressionism – painting, 

sculpture and collage 

 Mystical, Fauvism, determined, instinct, 

intellect, communal, prominent, 

elongating, honour, vibrant, allegedly, 

chaotic, embolden, adjusting  

The explosion of Pop art - printing 

Commercial, icons, elite, masses, Dadaism, 

ridiculed, silkscreen 

Art and fashion – drawing 

Collaborations, backdrop, optical, 

disorienting, static, perception, kinetic, 

optimal  

A study of Surrealism - painting 

Subconscious, logically, crescent, abyss, 

stylised, enigmatic, emphasis, 

automatism, gesso, persistence, Civil 

War, irrelevant, unconscious, distorted, 

horizon  

The art of anatomy – drawing 

Mechanics, proportions, dissection, 

anatomist, physician, acquired, poise, 

wireframes  

Amazed by architecture – sculpture 

and drawing 

Skyscrapers, specialise, memorials, 

structural, aesthetic, crisp, 

underdrawings, posthumously, futuristic, 



  In the Jungle – painting and collage  

Surrounded, lush, exotic, foreground, 

background, contrast, naïve, botanical, 

illustrations, imagination, specimens, 

enlarging, unique, exaggerating 

  

suffering, garish, lithograph, adopted, 

bounding, woodcut, overlaid  

 

Art Deco – painting and printing 

Geometric, aluminium, jade, chrome, sleek, 

streamlined, traditional, sophistication, 

distinctive, biography, exposed, luminous, 

independence, empowered, Expressionism, 

simplifying  

Abstract Art – painting and collage 

Random, geometrical, outline, contrasts, 

transparent, chromatic, physical, pioneer, 

harmonise, chord, spiritual, trend, 

amplification, spectrum, hues, gouache 

           

compromised, angular, enhanced, 

generation, persistent, undulating, 

venture  

  


